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V un. 16, 
"Be not wiſe in your owne concepts. 


R om, I2, 


© Preface: The Romanes here in this 
T Chapter may ſceme vpon their new 
6 ecnlightning by the Goſpell,nor right- 
BFASWD ly to have vicd thoſe ſpirituall en- 
dowments which they did-therewith receiue. For 
otherwiſe not long ſince they were a people of all 
moſt reprobatez ſo farre frm the light of Grace, that 
became even void of common ſenſe : What the 
Satyrif ſpeaketh concerning Eunuchs 1n that they 
are diſmembred,” ine HO 
Querit ſe natura, nec invenit— 
might be affirmed of them in a more proper ptuaſe, 
they had by cuſtome of ſinne loſt the very 10mg or 


ofreaſon:doing thoſe things(faith the Apoſtle)which | 


are ahainf} nature, Rom. 1.26, But now at length 


| throughan cſpeciall calling by God's grace , they 
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Perronjus, 


| 


_ 0 SO  — "ro—_—_— — ” _  —_ 


——_— 


Concerning 


| 


Diviſion, 
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were well rid of that wretched eſtate in which they 


lay; being inſtceg thereof indued with many rare gitrs | 
both of the will & vnderſtanding ; like men theretore 
newly recouered from out the dungeon into a com- 
fortable ſunſhine,they doe not moderately enioy this 
ſo vnwonted a light, but with roo much exuſtancie: 
they wax proud and high minded: Before they ſinned 
in not knowing God or what was right , & now they 


| take an occaſion aftranſgreſſing from the abundance 


of their knowledge; Asthe Apoſtle fpeakes of leaven 
1.Cor.s. that « /ztt/t of it leaueneth the whole lumpe: 
ſo here chiefly by a lirtle ſelfe-conceipt of knowledge, 
all their other graces are in danger to be corrupted. 
Saint Paul CR tocoole and allay this heat of 
ambition is very diligent: firſt he adviſeth them in the 
6.v.aboue to meaſure themſelues by their proper en- 
dowments: whither (ſaithhe) rt a receaued the 
gift of Prophecie , vic prophecse', or of miniſiring, 


| waiteypon your miniftery: In the beginning of this 
| 16 v, he bidderth them not to' minde high things: 


not things which might ſerue rather to increaſe their 
tumour,then build themvp inthe ſpirit, And laſtly 
he preſſeth them with the words of my Text. Be not 
wiſe,efc. 

Where may you be pleaſed to obſerue two maine 
parts: firſt a wiſdome forbidden: and thenwhat wil- 
donge it is :- The wiſdome here inhibited may bee vn- 
derſtood,cither itt regard of the 0bze, as Be not wiſe, 
that is,be notovercurious to prye into ſecrets vnre- 
vealed > Inwhich ſenſe I will handles firſt, the pro- 
toundneſle of Divine Myſteries: 2/7,the danger i =_ | 

ſha 


— 
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[= Divine M [yſteries. 


ſhall preſſe roo farrg into them; or you may vader- 
ſtandit.in reſpe& ono: 9 Fennel ,thatis 
benotconceipredly-litevp in minde;,; Vherevpon I 
ſhall conſider theweakneflc of humang knowledge; 
&how atleaſtwiſe itis not our owne, but from God: ,: 
Outof the ſecond generall , whereas it is denied char 


we ſhould bee w/e in.0ur wn copceiprs', a xulc or |; 


ſquare may be thence ſuppoſed, accordingto which 
we may be wile, andthatI define to f 04> hh Serip- 
rarer Revelation, Ofchele incheirorder , and fr 
of the profoundneſſs of Devine Myfleries,... 
S$6 deepe are mo points of this art;, that in truth 
_ — aboue the lawhulneſſe of mms: tharen. The 
polilein the precedent $ ACTNE 3.3/Vs tEArmes 
them not Re wt I ES ene 
thingsnotto be inquiredinto.: ſuch as.muli bce reve- 
renced and admiredin filence; 494 nou pore#t comm. 
prehendi(laith Lacantiug) nec quart acbet ; ilmyſie- 
ries cannot be ſounded by vs,neither ought they at all 
to be diſcuſſed; Ir is true that whatſocuer may con- 
duceto our happineſle, the Lord hath revealed moſt 
gratiouſly;he-hath giuen vs his word to bee our guid 
and comfortz.{For as. the: Iſraclites were. in the vaſt 
Wilderneſſe,foare we beſerwith {innes anderrours 
inthis world :- as-they then-iournicd tgwards the 
earthly Canaanthrough conduR of thoſe two pillars 
Exod:13,v.21.ſo may we walke {ately on towards the 
heauenly by the guidance of his double Teſtament; 
Nochingibere isthatmay help to further vs , but it 1s 
either in both,or in one of them imparted: Butas for | 


high and ſublime #»y/eries the Lord hath greatly 
| A 2 concealed 
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or faith: as for that hiddetiand /abPraſe 
till dim;ſighted; "Fa the 5th ofthe Apoc,v,2.ris laid, 
who ic able to open' the beoke? who but the Lyon ofthe 
tribe of Tnds? Iris meant ofthe booke in which ſuch. 
ſecrets lie colicht;andinfolded; where you may note, 
that wee, nay the beſtgf God's Saints, are ſo vrifireo” 
expound the contents,” fine eenay not - muchas) 
vatietheclaſpes, 3 

Now the reafon of thi may be; both! mafs oufnes;- | 
andrhe abfiraQrieſſe oftheſe pointsgas{6t man, he'is- 
ofan vndetſtanding much darkned *har it: was be-: 
fore the fall, whitheras 6fa /3ato# ;"6r aConprehen-" 
for, ormixt as Aquninus Sum:Pt* ©7104. reſolueth,it 
matters not: bur certainelyhe didnotthen apprehend | 
ſupernatural] things more filly ; then finte hee doth | ! 
ſcarcely and with dinmeſſe; As the earthis;(o.arcthe 
earthly, ofa dull and heauy a 
one's raifing it ſelfe aboge theferiſe, Davidacknow- 
gerhinthis I vuatheras' ra nay 5 


rhe ous 
&nor ſo much inſtruct 


$heis! 


Ga 


icitic' ; reaſon here - 


— I GO — —B#"> « me. 


mreneſle 


ofthe Dictic, becauſe-w gas''twerea folic fub- 


ante wherevpon tofoes) And Cr adgayak ob« 
 ſeruchowalwaics it falls downe 
cepremcregroloand arty; cameras claah 
| one} longfms abrr,, 'Gadthe neereravtelabourto ap- 
proach bin, the farther weeſhall finde him remoned 
beyond our [earch The Poet ſome where brings in 
eMnexrcarching eameſtlyabCrea/ss ghoſt, burthat: 
flying andeſcaping'berweene his embraces: wee 
' puzle pnichabourthe diuine elſence;; but' euenthen 
when weethinke to have laid hold owit,irproues in- 
comprehenſible; fay 7 amt#hat /amiis my name ; -_ 
once the inftruftionot GodwntoMo/re; Exod. 
and lethimbe itittwhar heas -ic 07 an 904g "3 
ſhould be meaſured 1sweake:braing"!1 1117) 5/7: 
Much lefſe maythat ſacred diuiſion: of ho Trinky: 
be-perceiued; haw threeperſons|are. as it'were: gras 
red yporrone andthefameeflenceatiac the Setiopl 
r 


envrgeby 
br ae fon 


ome , dothburbadly iHuftrare the 
athey begotthe Souncas the power: 

vnderftanditg preducerhits/a@t, then maſt the 
'Soxne'as'' being; with the lame 


| prone: = 


04am { {ikewile as the Spirit's produced by! | 


2 loue | 
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| Concerning, + 


Exocd.34. 
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loue,, fo-ſhall it produce againe a Sperit by lou; 
wherefore this. [—r—nM fals ſhort ofs ey ates 
blance: Yet is it I confeſſe chebeithelpe and thadowe 
for expreſſion that either here wee have or. may ex- 
pe: VVhilſt Moſes kept vavailed, the Uraelites could 
not indure to-look ypon his face it was [S bright; nei- 
ther may wee:behold this 'myſtery valeſſe it:bee 
throughſachſhadowes 4nd that but weakly ; Sothen 
that which Terallzan hath here defined , is moſtre- 
markably true: Deum «ſtimari facit dum etimari non 


- /|capit + wee doe. beſtapprehend Godcither in his ef- 
"| ſencegprin the-Trinity,"1if we confeſſe that we cannor. 


»Come now tothoſe attributes of his power , his 
-will,andſuch likegwhar manis able poſſibly roreach 
them? VVhodathnetficeightacknowledgehis dul- 
neſ{e 3 So-long as the vadenitanding meets with ob- 
ies equalland befitting} it's ſtrength, it doth well 
caough-zbutthe hand you knowe cannot graſpe a 

ing biggerthen.ieſclic;.. neither can a finite appre- 
henfton throtighly conceaue thoſe properties, as be- 
ing infinite: ic doth well conceaue that they are infi- 
nite but not:the-infiniteneſle;; hee xs high as heautn 
what cant thou doe? deeper then hell what canſt thou 
\knowe? lob: 1:v.8;;By the power indeed of the Al- 

mighty-was thiscound world framed ; his arme and 
ſtrength laid the foundation of it,no man doubts: but 
.clecrelytoapprehend the manner of us production, 
requires more then a finite capacity ; our vnderſtan- 
| ding is notable to.paſſc oucr ſo vaſtadiltance as by- 
erh betweene an vtter nothing,and che newneſle of a 
being, Saint Paw/makes it an act of faith to perceiue 


this 


Divine Myſteries. 


this, Through faith weewnderſtand thas the worlds 
were framed, Heb. 11.3... | 
Yet eſpecially are thoſe myſteries of his will and 
decree moſtabſiruſe; for they-be not. only abſtract in 
their owne nature, butalſo conceakdby:God of pur- 
poſe, No man knoweth the things of & mas ſaue the_ 
ſpirit of man which # in hins, 1.Cor.2. And aprudent 
man ((aith Solomon.) concealeth his knowledge, Prov. 
12.v,23. Now God is all wiſdome,and for this muſt 
be as ſecret in his determinations, as he is iuſtand vp- 
right; whither he reprobates menabſolutely,or vpon f 
a preſuppoſed fall,ſeemes a _—_ ofa perplext dif. 
ficulty : Againe, whither he allowes ſufficiency of |' 
grace toall or not, 'tis eafier to argue-;, then finde out 
wherevpon to pitcifa ſerled aſſent. The Zgyptians | 
to declare the abſtruſenefle of their rites did place 
ypon the forefront of their Temples the pifture ofa 
Sphynx: how much niore iuſtly may wee doe ſo. $0 
many ſcruples doe occurre in the bulke' of divinity, 
which if they be ſearched vato the botrome ,. they bir 
ſurmount humane reach. | 
let paſle here that, greet myſtery (as Saint Pawles 
callsit) of Chriſt's being incarnate; that of the ff re- 
#oring of our bodies;,, both- which for their ſeeming 
impoſlibility,were points intzimes paſt which ancien- 
ter profeſlorsgf the Chriſtian, faich did molt hardly 
digeſt; humahereaſotrproued {o.incapable to enter- 
taine them;thatthey became vnto ita rock of offence: 
Neither ſtand I eo.fnlarge. thoſe diſputes of the 
"oe conſurmation;ol Antichriſt, ith others,not 
{oTightly to-beg tearm'd doubts asridgles; Not the 
Angels 


—_— Sth 


Concerning 


PlaLs;, 
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ih. 


{the wicked ſhould (Ml 


*COI 


| Angels themſelues perchancedo-comprehend them, 


as being of that rancke into which they doe bur peepe 
as before they did intorhatofthe redemption ofman 
kinde. AMiraraadainhis Apotogic much extollerh 
certaine C4balifticallvolanjes which he had, as if in 
chemall ſuch myſterious doGrines had beene darkly 
ized; for (faith he) beſides the holy writ, God 
did fo provide tharwhatſoeuer iszo beknown, might 


| outof theſe becolleRted bythe more wiſe and paine- 


full ewes: whichhis opinion he groundeth vpon Ef- 


*|.dras-Eſdr,2.x4.This is but a meere fancy, yet ſo farre 


ir agrecth toright,thatþyit isintimated the abſiruſe- | 


]-nefſe ofdiuinexrutlies ; Oat of whoſe womb commeth 
the ce (laiththeLord ) Tob.38. or , haſt thow entred 
'ens0 the treaſures of ſnowe ? Ifnof into thoſe naturall 
ſtorehouſes of yee & hayle,much lefle can we aſcend 


into thoſe ſpirituall onesof which I ſpeak: Doubrleſle 


' iÞ they are more remoued, and being heauenly they as 
|-farre exceed the compaſle ofmans wit, as the heauen 


is diuided from the earth, | 
Neither bee theſe alone of chiefeſt moment {o in- 


| yolued,but leſſer alſo and thoſe which we perhaps do 


tudge our ſelues to'vnderfland compleatly; Bur that 
of Gods prowidence & the adrninifiration ofthe world, 
may ſeeme to haue ſtagget'd thekingly Prophet:how 

4 Nouriſh ,and therighteous bee 
daily afflited : the manner ofthe ſoules beginning, 
whither propagated or infuſed,did much trouble 4u- 


| fin and Hierom, Caliginefifiima que#io ( {airh* one 


of them) it is aqueſtion too intricatesnotto heape vp 
many:'* #nobimi inthe controuerlic), why Gov. 
mts 
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[Ifany.(hall divine truthesarefo obſcur'd, 
itmay bee 

bliſſe, which contfierweltin of 
our knowledge,asthe refining ofourwills: when the 
vale of 5tq be taken away;and wee_s ſba/l 


knqwe even as wore knowne; bong; == 


it is to-encreale the (ie and reſpect 
doevſually efteemetharwith 
ET 
5 4s Macrebiea 
noch Georg : with reverence t0 
Oman £S ang icc royes: rev 
tis policy, CE een: bed et 
7d Gan. xlar3 acording.to thatofthe-Apocal 2.24 
; Howloever, as long as wee hed with 
this wat eee, yay ſterious points 
but weakly grounded; we haue onely; u//en/um fide; 
aq caſte beleiſe, not «//enſam ferent/a,. x peircing 
knowledge Relaerie notas other ſciences, it lap+ 
poſethand takes yporetruſt 'very 
occaſion, long ſince to. the-blaſphemous Pagans to 
derige it a5 grouredleſle fabticks of the braine; it be- 
legues muchand knawcth, ibgoe is knowledgeiit 
ſelfe here is but a raſticke belefe: #/ any #14» 
will doe( Goa's ) will ,, hee ſhall.:rnovee of his avcArine, 
INTEL Take. but Saint. Paw{for-an inſlanee>: 3 


excelleneys ene who hag. beene Wraps vp. 
aboue the-heauens and bimſelle- eee dogs 


to augment ourfuture | 


inpy)bebeard ole things is rapture, while 


* — 
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Durande, 


much! which eve |- 
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Tacitus, 


De orthodox,. 


rerwardshedidnoewell conceaue ; nay intheargu- 
| mentofthe IewesreieQtion, andcalling of the Gen- 


tiles, when he hath driven it to a head as neere as. hee 
EN EDESE is faine to fit 
TW 0-0 92/08 Ar Yr 
acprh of the wiſdome and kno rr. a 

I will conclude this poinewith —_ of thehi- 
ſtorian;thar which he ſpeaks of te milieries,may of 
theſe be more fidly: ced, Non aliter ratio con- 
ftat,quam fi oniredilutar: its the priuiledge of di- 

vine be vndenſtood of 6odalone, | 
As for ochers, abold - i$HOt moreirre- 
Ms 9" pete hazard, 'VVhich is my 
ſecond poine, 

When men walke vpon prerupt and ſiee ecpep places, 
chey are ubie@td-full,and fohere by: -medling with | 
thele pry memes} ary me Ir isquickly in- 

ſuch is-the intemperate deſire of know- 

rang, t men cannot bee dedin the ſearch 
thereof; Even'ourfitt parents in: Paradiſe were riot 
away rverky where when all the trees beſides 
were them for-vſc \, they muſt needstaſt the 
excepred fruit, which(as Nicetes Chometesimagineth) 
was nothing but analleg ET ti ata knowledge. 
res intheir poſterit after nouelries: 
fuch an vnſatiace brag; aſſivage this hu- 
mour inpart;, the-Logd hath wholly expoſed all the 
creatures to mans difquiry ; iti ſind of the Levia- 
hat that 'hath made the'wide Sea 
Ie thatis ro: expatiate and take his 
us ;fo hath heasitwere made this. lower: world 


{cr. 
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[for mans delightand.contemplation; 
heliſt,and notonly reſtin the outſide 
alſo lawfully diue m1o-the inmoſt eſſence, 


- - 


4s 


Bur for D+vine myſferjes,ifwe 


from this fountaine > VWhilſ} inen in 8: 


campering beyond theirskill in powus 
moment, Hence is itthat wee ma 
haue ariſen concernjog thoſe ya pi 

of the Trinitic and incarpat ion. 

reſt: Arians, Neſtorians,yea moſt 


| noxious vapoursiato the. þ. 


how, he puts on, and then fall 
and recoylerh as faſt; webs ( 
inteligtens Zeper e#: both my ſenſe 


aſto 


bluntly haye be 


* & 
. 


expteſly reieed the words ,"Tlvs orF>+ :vnd 
26 B 2 


<— 


| | the entrance of his diſpute concerning the Trinity, 
backe , venters againe 
he) a ſenſe re | 
J reaſon are 

The good Father may ſceme rather 
baue feared aſurreptitiouscuriolity,then ithe ſhould 
dhe cauſe, At the Synodot Nice 


A ang | 


ſ\& roofarre, we 
beconggobogaings * ay & llips;for [aa 2 rn 
ſprang hereſies in the, Chriſtian world. , bur 

prang online: the ſearchof 


truch were directed. rather, by cog mych ambit 
then an aduiſed modeſty; whillithey we di ere: 


to 

ſes did ſkumbleat. 

theſe blocks ; The ſtomacke when itmeereth with 
meats hard and not well to bee digeſted , ir ſends vp. 
lighting vpon points which. wete. too knotty ; 
them,and notbeing guided: by diſcretion ,inſtced of 
do&tines broached their wild conceipts : For, this 


cauſe wee find. he FatberRtenr yp FEUEXMOTE CAULEIOUS.ANG. 
very retir'd,Read but S* Hilary in his. |. before 


where the-ſame point was debated, yjhe Biſhops there 


extake 


| 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
New York 
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= Pc png doth whol 


| crywould wproue the myfictic;bor for the manner 

they durſtnor, | 

' Suchwastheirreligiots Aifidehee i in theſe n 'mat- 
1 \#fuchorhers : 0z19 Wheth Teould wiſh'that 
toolemeti were not valike,” "Bur contrartwile 
poſſeſſe them? How re- 
into the moft-hidden fe- 

pon] PN SHEEN Lord gaiie &frinind, 
49.y, t2xhatHGne,nether man hor beaft ſhould 
tha Mergen himſelſe was. And fotely 
there's; h on” why the ſame-edidt ſhould bee 
un'Faga oldies of ſotne wits calling 
inodifpue.” thoſe myſteries} which are 
nl wo to bon are&;Euer and anon they Uifcufſe 
the abſokiteneſſe of their makers power: what may be 
effeaedby'ir, and whatnor:ſometimes they argue his 
freedome and will? and"happily limir it with ſome 


| vainediſtinion: Ray foaudath ations are mang;,' that 


- except they ſport theniſclucs/i theſe myſteries. they 
be nor contented + witneſie: fot inflahce ſake thoſe 
'C eGo be! wrtcri4 prom; and; whither 
Chrifts 4tvinitiemightwor ſuppoſitate « fly-which 8 
fuch 'Tike doe notm e theminde, bue truly wrong: 
the maicſtie of Jour fo Fa oppor re p- 
| plaud thatſhar' 
* another ca _—_ 3 deteriias ſe vein 
the Schoolmen Py + itn; worſe hand: 
Neither in this are the Arminians| leſſe tobee con- 
borer heath beew his connſellour 5 faith the Pto- 


rey of men 


"God, EN 0.13, Whom among the 
for his aſaitey 


as. —- 


————. Wo 
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' asconfidently (tate thoſe his AfsofeleRionandre-J' 
probation, as if they had therſelues decreed them: | 
' they ſoare vp on high eueti irito the boſome' of the: 
' Almighty: men oftimes of ue reach- in contro- 
 verfics, then of wiſdomeor diſcreetneſſe. Our Saviour 
onee tooke vp Peter, oh, 21, 21,but for that frivolons 
queſtion: What ſhall #his man doe > Hee is offended 
with the Diſciples for inquiring too narrowly after 
| the reſanration of the Iewiſh eltate, AR. 1, 6 how 
much more is it tobe feared that hee will ſharply re- 
& buke thofe forenamedintruders, if they learne not be- 
times to curb their knowledge; Luftinin'one of his 
Epiltles,hath a pretty alluſton ofa certaine paſſenger 
e perchance into a pit : Ob/ecyo ( faithhee there (0 
falne to one comming to his reſcne) quomoad hinc me 
liberes,nom quomodo huc ceciderim queras Aand not 
to ulate with tne how Fſiptin, but rather kind- 
ly helpeme'out: We arcall falnerhrough {don in- 
to awidegulfe of vahappineſſe; let vsendeauour to 
recouer gur {elues:letvs exaineratherby our courſe 
of life vir-Hopes of be or n6r”, then curiofif}ylocke | 
| itinthe firſt decree." Oitt fines and miſeries require 
| the goodneſievf xmediatonr * as for a Sophiliterto | 
diſpute the'6ecaftonyye neednor;eſpecially fiice ; as. 
CA rnitninshim{elſe conclideth; theſe pomtsbe not 
requifite neithertd be&39wne or beleeneditis inhis 
declaratione fententiz fore the States, © 
* Yerare they (till {o fraught vith ſubtiſties, that the 
end ont yt ſceme of greater danger/then ie car 
be of profit, How often Tee wee many hereto ſitffer 
fhipwrack, whilſt they couerto goe fartherthen their 
_& _ ability 
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| Quintil. 


abiliry or ſtrength will permit them ? The 


toadepth,or an «y//e, Now in a depth as long as we 
can xo avian. .Jrk well and fafe: bur ifthar faike, 


inabſtruſer myſteries,as long as we can haug the help 
of reaſon roo, wee may wade the more ſecurely an: 
bur when that once is ſwallowed vp, a mazeleſſe con- 


2: | fuſjon muſt needs followe. You knowe what. Poets 
faineof Penthems; he was torne but for viewing too | 


necerely the rites of Bacchus: vpon which one of them 
T3 Copty Sf) ioupla; ”* 
Such wiſdome is madneſſe outright ; You may re- 
member how the Lordlong fince gaue vp the anci- 
ent Philoſophers to vaniſh in their owne deuiſes, be- 
cauſe they vſed the.talent of their wits to. idle diſqui- 
ries,and not to the donours praiſe ; Let vs take heed 
leaſt wedeſeruealike. ſentence, by treſpaſſing roo far 
vpan Grace as they did yponthe light of Natare, 
 * Neither doeIbythisappravecbe lazic dulneſſe of 
any:nogofluch who thinkeit. acurenclle lutficienzto 
cry downe more acutediſputes..Men may deſcruing- 
ome theſe poinrs , if they ſhall ia their diſcour- 
es, be guided by xcaſon,, and nor by fancy or bold- 


neſſe, Itishere as it wasin Ovid his Medeaza match- 
Ilſe Poem/faichrhe Rherori 


etoritian ) ſc ingenio ſuo, tem 
perare maluiſ/et,quamindalgere ,it he had not becne 
too lauiſhly witty, We be placed by natureinamid 
diſtance betweenebeaſisand Angels; Tn aſogught 
 ourknowledge to bee, leflechenthat of Angels , as 
more then whathealts haue: wee muſtbee content to 


forgoe 


David Pfal., 36. compareth the iudgements of God 


a feate ſtreight ſcizech on vs of being plunged : ebus | - 


7 "ou 


—— — — —————————— . _ 


| isbur ſinalland weake, which ismy 


flaming buſh, to which notwithſtanding 249ſes might 
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forgoe many dificulties, if wee cars vnder- 
Rand any. But fo itis,thatthoſe who meddle here,do 
for the moſt part exceed their limits ; as it happeneth 
in ambition Wm , they neuer deeme'themfelies 
high enough,rill they rouch vpon dapger. God in 
may how of ey Her is hides 4 ,as Deur. 
4.9.24. Ezck.8, 2, Iftoafireweea not too 
nigh,it comforteth, but otherwiſe itburnes and ſcor- 
cherh:{o here concerning diuine matters,atemperate: 
knowledge inſtruQerh vs; bur a {i or pre- 
fumptuous ſearch confoundsthe i | 
- I will cloſe vp this point with thavof Sefvian. Ge- 
ue quaſi ſacrilege temerivatis ef, vt pluſetreeupias, 
_ mer it is not ſo much curioſity, as akinde of 
acriledge,to prie into the forbidden ſecrets of Gods 
owhecloſet: it argues a foule preſumption invs of 
our ſirength,when RC ocge 
Knowledge indeed is the very'light ks ſoule, 
a icwell ineſtimable : yet ſo aptaremento bee miſled 
by arrogancy , thatt | 
which the Lord hath beſiowed'on” them for their 
greate vſe, I told you before of thedanger of an en- 
croaching wiſdome: ' of drawing too nigh vnto the 


nor, Now 'of this there is no greater an incentmwue 
cauſe, then this of pride; when men doe fauour more 
their own wit, then the iuſtneſſe ofthe argument they 
havein hand; for this reaſon you may note how er- 
rours in'times paſt brake forth moſi rife inthe Eaſtern 
Churches; there that ofthe Novatians , Eunomians, 


inuertthatto-their harme, | _ 


firſt 


L.3; 


_— 


a _ 


Exercit. 


- 


| —— indeed whatno'? Whereas theſe 
of the We#,asbei ner a dullerclime,ſo 


<v 
| deem'd lues as it were compolecd of witand 


.or whereid. dau. be fo. excell , but in chat he may bee 
ſaibbeſtroknow, if he confeile his igaorance z,Can 
| he ſoundtherfue depth of the leaſt point.in- nature ? | 
{-is beableto;fatisfe; himſelfe in any triviall obje ? 


knowledge; neither is ita rare ſight to ſee men now 
| -adaies:to fhpfrom pride to errour: whilſt nor being | 


Creature dothchecktheralleſt ſhip. in-its:full: courſe: 
_ | view.thecurians frame of mans body : punder:the gn- 


{Ibcleeue) iudgeascharirably of himſelfe, asanother 


—_— 


were they for loſſe diſpoſed, The Valentini- 
ans(faith /reveuws) were men gui femetis/os perfector, 
nmverſorum agnitionem-havere dicebant: they 


« 


with charity;, they ſwell with (elte Cconceipe. | 


|-Hencethe Apollle layeth it for a priacipall and main | 


groundof perverſe dvetrines;x,Tiums.- 
» >Rutalas,whatis the higheſt pirch-of mans ſcjence? j 


Looke butypon tbe loadſbone , ang thou ſhale finds | 
many amazing wonders;asthere be properties, Con- 
fiderthe rewore fo calted: {hew ine howſo-ſmall a 


creaſe of the huriediſeed.; #/b44,( ſaich Scaliger )c 


mandum oft nos nibilſeire: one ncuerthcleſſe, who did 


man. Reaſon-and ſenſe be the only or chicſe pxomo- 
ters oLour knowledge in this-world; nowthclefor 
the moſt part, are asſubieR toerrour, as weak in their 
helpes; whereby ithapneth that thoſe things which 
we doe ynderſtand, weknow, but inchexine 8c:ſlight- 
ly: like eAZ/op #8 Fox, who did lickexbe outfide ofthe 
gla{lc,when he could notcome act the ſubſtance. D 
$ 


p 
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As for tumor then and | neeipe, ” argu- | 
eth nothing here, bat want of an'expazjenced inſight: 
the very claime to much knowledge prSues this, that 
the title is neither good nor right; Saifif Pa#/makes it 


a principle, that ſach pretenders, at lea wiſe concer- 
ning the Chriſtian doQtrine , were bur rllgu!- mecre 
nouices I. 7,3. In the 6 Ch, he couples them to- 
gether , proud and knowing nothing wF. vpon the 
ſame ground perhaps alſo the word' ru of 
the ancienc latines, dothas well i 
man, as one that is void of ſence ; whenghe limbs | i 
fwell aud wax ouerbig, it is no ligne othigalth inthe 
body, bur rather ofa dropſic, or fome difeale: fo tru- 
ly this arrogancy proceedeth moſt commenly from 
an vnſoundnes of the braine, as not comprghending 
yet but what the vaſineſſe of knowledge IS..? 

Hence, thoſe bitings and cenſures agaiaft others: 
ſuch malignant vndervalewing, -wherebyrhvee | 
our brothers name that wee may encreaſsoOur ownez 
livor (laith Petrarch) Semper lippus ef this humor 
alwaiesis ill fighted : it diſcerneth n6t ob worths- 
broad, bur of that only which is nighi#thand, nay in 
the poſſeſſour: Although ſo illa enſtome doth no- 
thing augment their repute who -ptaQiiſe it» The 
moone may darken andeclips the but withall 
itlooſeth its owne light:and they by deprauing ano- 
thers worth, make their ownetobeluſpeRed- 

Bur now on.theother-ſide , ten of growth and 
good. proceedipgs. in'kno & bee nathing ſo; 
Moſeritjs recorded, was a man'skilledinall the /xarn- 
ing of 'the  e/Eg yptians : IRR ſole, 

-14 t 
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ms 


chat he was notmore learned then-mecke & modeſt, 
The meekeit | <-cocumye Numb. 12.%.3, In truth 
ſuchdoe w nceiue the length and breadth of 


ſciences, as 6 waded horoughgheya re ſo far 
from nouriſhig Agron opinion within them(clues, 
that they las a tobene] it downeel{[where; #0» 
placet cum ach hari fs, exc. It is not pleaſing to mee 
{laith S* Auft#m) that my friends doe ſo ouerprize my 
wotth:It igyAderſiood by them, how the knowledge 


of this ffoint doth but lead vs into the ignorance of 
another;how the infinitneſſe of learning groweth vp- 


on vs in theyery getting ofit. If men walke abroad the 

hcauens ſtem atcuery ſmall diſtance to cloſe with the 
carth:butyyhe they approach thether, ara ep ont 
opens farth th they haue left behinde;thus in the 


ing ; vponany purchaſe of ſome little 
nope anon to reſt accompliſht; but when 
farther difficulties ariſe before vs; ſtill 
therer ſomething behinde vnſcand; Foy as 
yet we know ut in part 1.Cor.r;. vpon which ſome 
haue made thisobſeruation, thatin this life wee ob- 
tainea greatcrilikeneſſe with-God through the im- 
$2 0K Gnofel wils, then by chat of the reaſona- 
blefaculey;Ho Mixer m_—- becin a bigger meaſure, 
then we can be wie 
Bur- ſuppoſe ou 97 peru tothe higheſt trop 
ofall ſcience : vndeſtandeſt as much as an- 
gels doe, what haſt thow, that thou did# not receiue, 
endif chow dia receiae it:, why doit thou glory asf 
thou had? not receiuedit? Men doe not vially-boali 
of thoſe. things which doc outwardly accrew 'vnto- 


them 


A ———— 


——— 
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them; thence he in the tragedian ſcofhingly, 

Qui genus taciat ſuum |; 

Mena A * 

ir muſt be ſomething of their owne inJjuſtry and ar- 
chienement that puts them vp : now knowledge, it is 
chiefly a gift of Gods benevolence: hee giueth to one 
the power of tongues: to another the ſtanding 
of artes; and to all as beſt him pleaſcth, - 


I ſpeake not ofan infuſed ſcienceznogef the ability 
which the Prophets and Apoſiles had: hut thar like- 
wiſe ofthe common ſtraine may ſeeme ] 
manner to proceed from God; Neithery 


how far forth here he affordeth his i 
concurſe: onely Iam perſwaded that he | 
vnto this by a more ſpeciall aide, then to q 
tues of the like ranke; Euen the r—_ & 
uing this,had there deities (as Capella alſogall 

to whom ſeuerally they did attribute eachgart; who, 


good Itbedo]op 
owment of the 
mindemore excellent then this of Jnowledge; it is 
the eye and guide ofthe reſt, ifwee doe notabule it 
through ſelte-conceipt: if, as venemous beaſts wonr 
to doeby nutriture, we turnenoethatto poyſon and 
2 our 


Vid ad initia, : 
9% 
L, dc artibuy, 


Ry” ES PAY TEES ot non ns Ow i _ = 
- 


—C 
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knowledge, There are who hold no art or ſcience to 


| manner hau®Qx#ickslikewiſe thought all Philoſophy 


emo 
bas 


our ourturntichfi ſelfe is good, 

I willend this point withthe words of the Apoſil: 
If any man thinks "that hee knoweth any thing , hee 
 knoweth nothing yet as he onght to know: he knowerh 
notaccordingito ſobriety: not according to the rule 
of holy writ and revealed grace, which ismy. laſt 


point, | 
Since mags ſpeculations and fancies of themſclues 
are ſo extraflagane, God hath wiſely prouided lawes 
to binde the Nwichall, Now lawes ha ith the Empe- 
ror Jbce ther tyy$ag0; writs & promulged,or 5ypuges 
namely Fegcible cuſtomes, butno where inrowled: 
and fo is thegule wherewith God guideth our know- 
ledge in myſteries , partly deſcribed: in; his 
word, reucaled belidesthe holy writ, 


word itis a treaſury full of moſt rare 


be extantgyhich isnot atleaſt wiſe implicitly, contai- 
ned init:-for, fay they, fome clauſes doe here appeare 


: ſome: prints and footſteps . On this 


to-ly hid in Hower, and iudge him as various an ar- 
riſk, aan Poer.. Either opinion 1 ler paſſe, 
though not as bable, yetas.remote from my 
purpoſe; Certgiheit is that whatſoe're may or- 


dinarily beget, reaſea divine knowledge , the 
Lord hath ks rom in his word; For: he hath 
not-giuen italong.eo conforme our wils, but alſo to. 
enrih the-rables of gur vnderſtanding ; #0 make vs | 
oe 2 Tis path Itis confeſt to bea-kinde of ſcience, as 


gthe reſt inworth,asdivinity doth ex- | 


' 
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verbo Deigis buta meere figmentzas if things of com- 
mon need, werecomprized therein, 
of peculiar & ſecret vſe, It is ſaid to be asa Yight that 
ſbinerh in a darke place 2.Pet.1, a Candle pt 0n 4 can- 
aleftick Mat. 5.15. Now alight fo p 
lighten only the openrooome;, butev 
corner thereof, Nay I will adde,it is an. am#'y 
niſbing the zealous diſputer with pcoofes 
blaſphemoustenents; a gardes out of whit 
diſpenſer may decke vp his diſcourſe intoa 

hraſe; what things are of neceſſary and a 
be theremoſt plainly diſcloſed; others i 
dimlyzwhereas the word growes obſcure, 
our ſearch bee more cautelous and ci 


whilſt we annex ſuch gloſſes,we co 
good Samaritaninthe 10'h of Zeke. 
penceto the hoſt for the- wounded trueller: 2o- 


pence ({aith Optatws) that is Chriſt bequeathed 
vnto vs for our ſoules health both lawes, the old and 
the new;He promiſeth there that what ſhould be laid 


out more,ifnotlauiſhly perchance,of idely,he would 
ſee it diſcharged: fo may wee for oug ſober diſputes, 
either ypon or beſides = w pe a recom- 
pence; but if they appeare! $Or repugnant 

they be no longer deſcants,but deviſes. 7 


ceed fraile nature, Dauid though a proteſt-| 
eth that hee grew thereby more wiſe, ppt! 
teachers: How often doth he pray an atto bee 
fully inſtructed 1 it, | 

o then, that conceipt ofthe ll Z.4.De 


C 3 Humane * 


L.'s,” — 
Er Ambrofus 
in exhorrtati- 
one advirgi- 
nes. L, 


Ny — 


C oncerning 


L.2.c.46.47. 
&c, 


———— 
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Humane inventions then come ſhort ef a diuine 
authoriry:ehey may ſerue vs for illuſtrations, but not 
for agroundandzule : vyponthe word as touching 
that efficacy Which they haue, muſt they be builded 
alſo; cither eypreſſe, as thereapparent, orat leaſt, e/- 
citiue, as being thence fairely and handſomly dedu- 
ced, If weggontaine within this compaſſe wee ſhall 
i{#as ſafe: but ifwee fly outand follow our 
aineth that we ſtraight vaniſh in them, 
did thatlewd rable of the Gnoftici-they | 
| Salide (faith /rexexs) betaking them. 
(their proper conieures: The P/almiſt oft'- 
time likngth the word of God vnto apath or way: 


nay it E Regia, as one (tyleth it: the high way to 


bliſſe: n&w moſt commonly vpon each fide of ſuch 
waies there bee dirches and micry bogs: fo here on 
cicher the word ly herefies andnumberles cr- 
rours, dangerous to bee lipt into ; it isbeſtthen to 
keeper nandtrodden way, the word, 

But a ſometimes the Lord ſpeaketh as well 
by Yrim and Thummim, as hee doth in the written 
wprd: for he hathnottied himſelfe fo iridtly vnto the 
word, but thgthee can, if he pleaſe, vary themanner 
of his commiſtrication with his beloued Saints, Our 
Fathers inthe figſtnonage ofthe Church, well vnder- | 
ſtood the beneftof this ; a dreame or viſion to them . 
did as eallly clecte each doubt', as either their owne 
weakneſle, or ts occurrency of buſineſſe could ſug- 
geſtit, Butto the truth, now in theſe later 
dayes, ſuch extraordinary meanes of grace bee well 
nigh out of late; Prophecy,8 reuclation,8: guns 
| wit 


Drvme Myſteries, 


with other gifts, we frade conlorys 1C#r.12, Since 
as there appeareth no miracle ottongues or prophe- 
cy, neither is it tobe belecued that revelations are 
very frequent;zHauing Moſes and the SeFiprures, wee 
may not expe new meſfages from thedead, nor yer 
from aboue; Calvinis confident to vpbr 
tended Enmthufia#s with downeright : 
errore agitantur, quam rabie;they be not (faith hee) 
ſo much miſtaken as quite diſtracted; whe, as there- 
tore I makereuelation a rule of our wiſdome, Ft is in- 
decd in itfelfe,but not ſo vſually if we rej epre- 
ſent age, it isif it were, but this no way cauffeth it to- 
be: Our beſt £»rhufiaſmes now muſt bee outd prayers 
and diligence in the lacred word, | 1 

Trie then at leaſt wee muſt the ſpirits as $* John 
warneth vs, leaſt a dreame or idle concgipt delude vs 
with the eſtceme of a claſſicke reuelation; leaſt as Na- 


than did once in — Daxid, ſuch Prophets. 
;fo 


ſpeake withoutthe Ephod; tor what draug Fertulliar 
moreeffectually vpon Hontantme? Andi you per- 
vle the good father Saint Cypriam, as for Yi/ionshee 
may ſeeme to creditthem ouermuchy, ſoapr are men 
to rely on the ſlights of fancy, raiſingmiracles out of 
the braine, when thoſe of the hands beceaſed; yea in 
former times this liberty of imagination grew fo far, 
as intoa ſea of Hereticks, rermed the nagyuntcle;; 
who could as they thoug hrby helpe ofdiuine illumi- 
nation, expound the Scriprares Vpon firſt ſight. As 
Samwelthen being called by God himſelfe , once or 
twice miſtooke the ſoundfor old Fljes voice Sam-1.3. 


ſo muſt we be carefull that contrariwiſe weentertaine 


not 


— 


2, Sam 10, 
Vincentius 
contra Here- 
ſes c. 14. & 
Rhenanus in 
Annotationi- 


—_— 
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not ſome crotchet of mans braine for a divine Enthu- 


Notwithflanding all this, if hauing examined ſuch 
inſpirations by the touch of ſacred wrir, wee finde 
them accordingly; ars/ethey may bezyet here againe 
you muſt gote, what reuelations 1 meane; not new & 
vnheard olpeſpeits dodrine reuelate, as the Papiſls 


ng thereby the ſufficiency of the word: 
Gs att reveland;: ſuch onely as in- 
forma mn martcers of fa&,notencreale the Canon of 


of all that hath beene ſpoken hitherto 
is. Ac is to be wiſhed that we had no occafion to 
n {uchdeepe myſteries at all; ſince our life 
nd our ayme eternall bliſle, it were expedi- 
enttharye endeauoured more to become pious,then 
ſubtill andacute 3 EpidFetw the Stoicke could once 


cam fhis time ; whereas /faithhe) there be 
two parts oEPhiloſophy: the firſtand more eſpeciall 
x23o1 76Y Joyudbey a praiſe of wholſome precepts 
well digeſt ſecond ierr5un r5y wage ufqny,2 ſpe- 


culatiue and cttjous diſquiry; {wrexy wutar,we haue 

uite inuerte courſe. How many now a daics 

ame their diuiher ſtudics after this method? How 
doe'they chiefly intend ſublimer, though fruitleſle 
controverſies; feaand moreouer, which is as bad, oft 
times thoſe here vndertake theſe points, whoſe ſhoul- 
ders for ſuch a burden be moſt vnfit,Fight ye wot with 


| 


{maii or great ſans ontly with the king af 1/rael,was the 


j Charge of the Syrian king to the Captaines > 
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hoſt, 2, Chron.18. Even ſo therebewho as ſoone- as 
bur ſpell in 


Orſecondly, ſince by reafonof ourinſulting 
verlarics on either (ide; hot 1 into 
theſe points, it ismeecteth wee diſpole” our ſclues 
with a graue conſideration of this afore hand, ; Dew#e/ 
before he receauedthole ſtrange viſions , faſted three 


whole weckes,Dan,ro.3. And Jonblyehus the. Pythe- 
goreaarelatethhow the < en Pritffs went to | 


with muficke and abſtinence ; {irs gms nl 
ample ſake ; but only to ſhew with whatgcuerence 
—_— addrefſe our _ too djuinca taske:not 

ſetting ypon it, but with mature-aduice ; Be- 
Gees tathe enterprize i Gi ervs vie! rſobriety, 
avoiding that zyporier,,Tim.2.0rniceacutenciſe>a 
faule nly each-whe in region, 
ther arts: for which A2cinervs is te the 
Spider,becauſe ſhe ſpinneth coo.curtous a web,” In a 
word let vs evermore ſubmit fancic toreaſod , & rea- 
ſon to faich, both to Gods wotg, or his eſpeciall reve- 
lation, Theſe two be that ejping glaſſe of our know- 
ledge here,or double ſpectacle, 0 which Saint Paule— 
ſpeaketh. Now wee ſee through aglaſſe darkely, but 
then face to face, 

| thus Ihaue, though weakly , made vp a dif- 
courſe concertiiig Divine Myſteries, and our Enow- 


faſten alone vpon the | 


ledge of them. A Text in my indgement, as befitting | 
D this 


. m— = —__ —_ 


chis audito ory ave le for hisemy i aſa, Wee | 


firall here by of Wiſabme and (cience 
mag ee page eytagands 


Mawr op vor Oaby ras. UI Gods 
asalſo conſider our ſtrengths. Vnder the old law the 
Levite might goe farther into the T emple, then the 
—— hacks 
| aiticall temp "a eh One 
and Saviour Chrift: ris baron _ 
and tus , Coloſ. 2.3. As for vs as 
weabide inthis wemulibe ſatisfied with | 

of { : with certaine 
igbted travailers,who if the 


are content with ſtar- 


ouly © God, whoisable todoc 
wife —_ 


at 
' moone hap to be 


+ 
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| Row. 16, Var. 17 

| Brethren marks them which cauſe diviſions | 
and offences , contrary to the doctrines 
which yee baue learned and avord them. = 


wayes ready toexcate 
Com he twag iether. What Poess 
faigne of hate and contentions beſide their 1upiter's 
.| palace,is really rrue of the houſe of God. 
Tor Sin ie dmiyIvSs ads Sheng, 
Fager debates cloſely till as 'twere environ the 
Church. Ahvaies there bee who like the Dragon, 
Apoc.12.4. arc ready to devoure it cuen in its burth, 
| {Neither yet doth this ſo inbred enmity berwixt the 
patronsoftruth and errour , happen without God's 
eſpeciall allowance. 
= 


D 2 For | 


—_— 


— _A— 


| over 


Touching 
hee fifts and winnowes all alike. 
y together From ſolid 


A rept: rriec 


—_——. 


For, firſt 
—_ —— 


,[ either temporiz | 
maliſts,or at moſt coldly devored, 
aine 5 ane” feos from ruſt and an 


ſlumber inſuch a pro- 
duce fome wwe wa Gees Calamitas ( ſaith | ce in A1t- 
Putin) virtatum diſciphitra ef: Crofles and all kinds 
of not fo much alflict Gods Saints,as 
y exerciſe them. 


xv rey the hands of heads Schiſmaticks, But not- 


fvrmor ns; br9ie 
inthe de che Philivn affir- 
meth ſuch ns — v.3. Inthe 
186 y.hotermes themenimics ofthe croſſe « 
whoſe end is deflruftion,v.19. andhere in my Fexrhe 
iudgeth themwworthy euen ofthe ſolace and benc- 
fit of humane commerce. Byetlnen marke_ them 
which e#c. * 

= Text,like to thoſe ſhafts of the holy candle- 


pleaſe youthento take notice of: Firſt,the thing here 
oken againſt, namely divifions and offences in the 
” Secondly , their more eſpeciall property” 
hichleaci contravy #0 ſome dofirine 


Seo Form 
uy the perſons or onthole ho cage chem, Fourth. 


PIX ——— 


CD 


i arias re pafen 3m þ 


, vpon cuery word beares:knops of flowers: | 


— 


us dorh the Lotd effe the good of his-choſen | 


> 


deale ſo in-prouidence, yet |. 
he Keefe le plainely 


y_ 


ly | 


þ cr ary manneobow. Fe eng bedettwith, : 
pete patent, 
the entice and muruall among true pro- | 
feſſdes,or as it ishere their lracberhood, Oftheſe or- 
: Een prepay and firſt con- 
cerning 4;vifons and offences themlelues, 
There is. nothing which doth more preſerne the 
ER and agreement; It is the 
a dolonteaiie, by how much thenee- 
rer they participateof this.by ſonuchthe more they 
enioy a certaine exiſtence, Zoroefer as im mpg 
God that firſt and chicteſt ynity eermes it ,viw' wi) 
enlzys _ the nw or fountaine wer 
a $be ori concluded ; Except in nature 
Tris ew. this globe below : _ 


here the elements did combine thus 1 
 doe,foſtately a fabricke could-not fubſift; Gemub 
| ODIEES - becauſc it looſe its har. 


mony, Inmatter policy conſent of minds legally 
diſpoſed makes aftare : without this it remaines no 
longer a ſtate, buta - rb Ins To 
ſpcakein-the phraſe of moderne , muruall 
—_ is , forma Fotelis;- that which wholy giues a 
body politicke both life and beauty, Bur aboue all in 

the houſe or. Church of.God ſeemes this vnitie of 
reateſtvalue. One Lord,one Faith,one Baptiſme, w-e 
Ende commended, Epheſ.4.5. As.inthe-ftrucure of 
the old tabernacle, by loopes 8 taches were the cur- 
taines aptly conioyned: ſo inthe anti / the 
Church, doth this ſpirit of Yay diffuſing-ir ſelfe 
throughout the parts, knitthem vp into an entire 
frame. D 3 -,. .. This 


_— 


a >. 


% 
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F Thibeing/or whance each where aconcord is ſo 


'rxel] 


writings doe preſſe no-one poi 
more frequenel or cagetly then this; Every where 
they take oocation; afer So Paul mance. as wellto 
condemne all rentsand(£chifmes ,'as extoll a Chriſti. 
anlike accord, Opratas in aword makes ſuch diuif. 
Ons Surmuuee alayem , a crime fo heinous , as that 
none can matchit. And indeed if you rightly weigh 
the examples of Gods wrath and puni , you 
' will nor much miſlike bis iudgment. In the 4 of 
Gen, when Cain had {laine his brother , God onely 
markes him and lets him goe: nay hee is icalous leaſt 
any might k#l Caiw,v.rs, Tothat great and 
ous city of Nenive what doth he ? Only lonavis 
to teach and warne them, Inſiced of ruine comes a 


gentle e But for C 
gene] wn orathand his complices, 


aſuddaine 
dſruonchecanhopercthandenontertem 

; wes not without 
lity, that Church.Sc gone wh 


| RE ; 


uch points , diſſent may afford greater profit, 


9) namely 


- Church- Schiſmes. 


#3 


by exerci the wit, then « accord, 
a Ae mars x pear 019 ,and 
| pathto blifle. Vpon this narrow way doe men lye 
pn rms Arms Artds rinne ome wi 


indeed of it ſelfe is rather a ground of 
ment: Reljgio thinke ſome a rel 

the hearts of the profeſſors, as well in a mutual! affe- 
ion, as in obedience to God: yeti it bee 
made the ſubie&t of ſtrifes and no where 
{ burne more fiercely , nulle infelfe bominibus beftis, 
{could Ammian: Mercellinis an heathen ſay ) vt ſunt 
fibi feralerplerig, Chriftiani, No beaſts are fo vio-. 
lent,as Chriſtians be, when once they iarre in points 
bee ; men forthe moſt 


fall difofion of Sehijfwes. Saint Paw/compares 

foa Canby : nowa canker refierh not , but cats for- 
ward till the member bee conſumed : on this manner 
bm heron | dans 5 ets err 
chedthey creepe from manto man , they haue 


Ofthis our fore- 
named Apoſtle had a feeling 


ment : for as one 
forſaken, 2. Tim, 1. hee ineth that all in Aſia 


hindrance in their intended journey. Religion | 


| were turd afide. So naturally apt are men to _ 


_ tit 


L3.3, 


2. T\m.2, 


— 


Co wo” Sy a + 


ofa nere ſo t le, ifonceon foor, Nei-. 
r bra - ow ror is more fertile then 


reuth: ir traightway multiplies into ſtuerall and di- 


verſe ftreames beyond the head. Thoſe manifold 


blaſphemics wherewith the primitive Church was 


peſtered , what were: they faue fo many branches of 


. | Simon Mags his dodrine that firſt hereticke, Arrias 
| indeed(faith Ruffinw vented one fmgle berefic tou- 


ching thenatiuity of our Saviour : but ere long this 
_ becomes atriple monſier. As then, Lev. 13.v.8, 
hrty ng mares a mans fleſh ſpread , not otherwiſe, 
him leaprous and —_— lo 
herdghere! is no 7 0s againſt Schi/ee 
ting their foulneſſe;then becauſe thus ſrange they 
bedrſprecd and multiply: / 
Laſtly conſider their. ikfome' and long continu- 


ker: bur as fare Marks dj 
f v 1 as [or the extirpationand | 
= vp , wee findeitdeferred tillthe great 
Errors in tuth arc by nature lyveryaduers, 
——_ obſtinate 5 what once is vented 
matntain'd,if burſopctedits fake. Asmuch as wants 
in ſtrengthand cleereneſſ@of argument, they ſupply 
with-a colour of perſeuerance rn her them _ to 
take but rovt,they will flouriſhof themſelues 
out-.cither .watring -or attendatce': cor 
| ſpake of TIE Aa 3 achle, m__ define- 
re; the lamcis true of refrafto Sins ayes 


{ 


| 


| ance:howrh perfiſtnoe for aday or yeare,but.com- 
_ for length ofages. It wereſome if 
a Parr Arr er Win» d: 


falſely, is here 


ts. tl 
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| Charch-Schiſmes. 


_ ”; 


neuer ſo meane, may ſow a fond opinion: bur to re- 
preſſe and curbe it ſeemes a taske ofthe higheſt skill, 

You haue heard briefly concerning deus/ions in 
groſſe; how cxecrablethey bee whether youattend 
their 06e? or boundleſſe diffafion; but chiefly for 
their long and obſtinat contrmmance: cleauing almoſt 
as laſtingly to the Church, as the leproſie did to the 
houſe of GehaF az; This is there condition, this their 
nature: It followerth methodically in my 24 point,that 
I handle their eſpeciall property, which is to be con- 
traryto ſome dofrine afore learned, 

Euery art and faculty hath ſome maine ground to 
rely ypon: Some'chiefe axiomes by which it is guided 
in its inferiour poſitions no otherwiſe then by a card 
or poleſtar, Theſe axiomes ought alwaics to be ſure 
and firmely eſtabliſhr;for if they alſo bee expoſed to 
doubtfull enquiries, the whole ſcience ſtraight begins 
to ſhake. In this reſpe& as the Grammarian prettily 
deſcants, the alphabet in all languages ſtands zndec/#- 
nable , becauſe it's the foundation of that firſt art- 
Chriſtian religion although no perfe ſcience, yer 
likewiſe it ſuppoſeth certaine principles : a few 
grounds and Ales vpon which the minde may reſt. 
Now as wee ſpeake in Philoſophy of a double mea- 
ſurezthere is mex/ur4 atiua,that which is ſo primanily 
andin it ſelfe; againe, there is enſure paſſtua, ſuch a 
one as being meaſured before , meaſures ſomething 
elſe: {o in cafe of religion, youmay diſcerne ofa two- 
fold rule; oneprincipall, namely the holy writ : ano- 
ther with reference vnto this, to wit the conſtitutt- 


ons and Cannons of the Church. Againſt theſe _ 
E | oC 


Touching | 


doe the authors of hereſies and/chiſm?s, particularly 
aime their forces. 

Fiſt the Heretique,as ſubornde with a bolder ma- 
lice , ts wont more direaly to oppole the very text. 
T0 ur times we finde them fo WLRES _ 

durft change and le it as ſeemde . 
witneſle the Corinthians, CMarcionift, with the reſt 
of that franticke crew; notenduring ſo pure a light 
ſhould ſhine vpon their monſtrous bla; £ anrlaty 
cither axcoghlly concealed it vnder a buſhell, or 


quite renounct it; Indeed the Papits now a more refi- 


ned ofspring, deale with greater caution; yet in effe 
they performe as much, whil& they groundleſly en- 
large the ſacred Canon, orclfe countenance againſt 
it their idle tradetions, for by adding ſuperfluoully 
_ the old , what doe they leſſe then create a new 
word; 

Thus doe Heretiques fome way ſtill infringe the 
text: Butnow for 5 hofmatichs they meddle in thoſe 
points which fall more properly within the Churches 
verge And here they vary and ſwarue from the right 
oneither hand ; vpon one fiand ſuch as conſpiring 
with vs indoGtrinall grounds, differ onely rouching 
the outward ſurface: As children who otherwiſe mu- 
tually well diſpoſed, yet wrangle about their nuts & 
toyes, C ing theſe externall rz#eswhat tumults 


- | haue beene rai'ed?How frowardly doe men ſtill ſtand 


forth againſt the Church in termes point blanke? Fa- 
ſting almoſt with the TH anichees of old vpon ſuch 
daies, asthat keepes feaſt; Not abare diuifion hath 
ferued here, vnleſle a locall ſeceflion were made;, Ex- 
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wi 


th 


cept at leſtwiſe by ſome peculiar notes of ſanGity,they 
as yet remaine diſtinguiſht:like to thoſe ſeeming Phe- 
leſophers among the heathen, who had their 7yCoroe 
x} aarl der, ſome odd habit or other,to exemptthem 
from the rout; But I leaue this foareas too too 
bardned for a plaiſter, A rent fo great in our 
Iſrael, that well nigh ten rribes,I feare me,be this way 


off, 
pugne ſomereall points of doarine, Now ſome doe 


lerloofe his renepts, he firſtqueſtions openly the Be/- 
gicke Catechiſme : Conſentaneum rationi,erc. itis 
meet (faith he)and very expedient that ſuch Conits- 
tions be newly reuewed, As long as they ſtoodfaſi 
and plauſible, well he knew his acuter doctrine could 
hardly gaine entrance ; But as the Lord commands 
touching land-markes Deur. to. v. 24. notto remoue 
them, becauſe they haue there beene anciently cre- 
ed: ſoin Church affaires'tis beſtthat old and au- 
thenrticke decrſions doe ſtill prevaile; Are wee wiſer 
then our Fathers? Or is our vnderftanding beyond 
the ancients? If in a common weale as the Philoſopher 
noteth , former lawes ſhould not haſtily giue place 
tonew; as ui «Sud ecnir.771bus reps: leatt by often 
changing theirrcfpect be ſomewhat impaired; much 
leſſe mn poſitions ofa Chriftiar belieſe, It cauſeth the 
mindes of men to wauer much: it begets {cruples and 
offences, which our Apolitle allo here condemneth, 

Others atleaſt in ſhew approue the recciued Cex- 


z0ns, butno otherwiſe then for their own advantage; 
E 2 yuder 


—_— 


Thoſe more neerely concerne my drift, who im- | 


this expreſly and withouta gloſſe. Before Arminius 


Iuhian Ep, 
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Toucching | 


vnder pretext of thoſe generall rules they vent ſome 
priuate and moderne conceipts. It was a diuife (faith 
Seneca) concerning his times of many lewd and rio- 
tons liuers, to cloaketheir luxury by pretending to 
the Epicurean ſet, Thus they ſhrowd their wrong 
and falſe opinions in the Churches boſome; not deri- 
ving a meaning from thence, but yu_ there one 
vpon ithow much better wece it, if they left the Car- 
nons free and ftill ynbounded. For by thus drawing 
"them downe into a moreparticular ſenſe, they haue 
troubled the Church with necdlefle diſquiries; Con- 
| Fantine the geeat ſpeaking vnto the Y/icexe counſell, 
| Gelafuu, is bold to call thoſe diſputes berweene 4r/us and 4- 
| lexander, axaparis dpylas deecealay: a vaine and fruit- 
© | leſſe debate: Rather then the catholique peace ſhould 
| ſuffer diſturbance, hee difliketh an exa& diſcufſion e- 
E—] uen in a point of faith, I dare not preſcribe vniuer- 
YZ {ally an implicit beliefe, not ſuch an one as ſeales vp 
| the vnderftanding, whilſt it kindles a blinde zeale:yer 
happily-in doubts which grow beſides the foundati- 
on, it may well ſuffice, The woman diſcaſcd of a 
bloody flux Mark. 5. v. 25, couets onely to touch 
Chriſts garment: ſhee ſtands not vpon circumſlances 
how or whence an healing vertue ſhould flow:ricither 
need wee perchance to dig fo particularly into thoſe 
poſitions, which our forefathers haue left vndetermi- 
ned. At once itcoſts more anxiety, rhenit can afford 
| either contentor gaine. 
| Wellthen: Tetbothprinciplesof Church renents 
| ' & Scripture ſtand in forcezas Aarons rod eat vp thole 
| wherewith the Agypreens contended, they will quick- 
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Charch-Schiſmes. 
ly diſcountenance & coſume any vpſtart iflue of fal{e 
hood; forby the way you may note: errors and truth 
doe not ſpring vpalike; this leaſurely and with a lin- 
gring encreaſe : that haſtily like the funne inhis we- 
{terne courſe, which cuts moſt nimbly about the line: 
but as there the ſunne procceds but ſlowly in degrees 
farther diſtant: ſo here doe errors after their firſt bruir 
and flouriſh - if the ancient grounds beſtill vpheld: 
if we retaine this defence to withſland their onſer, 

I haueſhewed you the maine property of Schiſmes; 


| adangerous quality, you ſee, in a Chriſtian eſtate; 


for asSampſon did to oucrwhelmethe Philiſtins Tud, 
18, 29. it puls away both Pillars wherevpon the 
Church is founded. Now afterwards you haue thus 
had rheir property, it remaines that in my third point 
I decypher their fabice, to witthe perſons or thoſe 
which cauſe them, 

It is true that as the Lord hath planted a vineyard; 
ſo hath: he hedged and fen& it rouud., Butwhat can 
poſſibly keepe outmalitious Schiſmaticks? Euer and 
' anon they breake through this fence, diſpoyling mi- 
ſerably ſo preciousa ground plot. And this they doe, 


either from an inward. corruption of nature, or elle 
induced by ſomeexternall motives: concerning their 
nature, you may note them to haue beene men com- 
monlyofa fierce & abrupt temper; S* Pau/ I am ſure 
deſcribes them {6 2 Tim.3, Of this humour as Ter- 
tullian witneſſeth, was Hermogenes: of 01d, naturs 
tarbulentas, a fit materiall to frame an heretickezNot 
vnlike vato him wee finde Novatw'in Cyprian; one 
'who moreeſteemed his ownewill and fancy;then the 
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quietofthe Chureh: ſuchmen goe on in a violent 


or tempeſt: they carry indeed fire intheir Cexſoys, yer 
not to ſacrifice, bugto kindle publicke debates, Farre 
better doth S. /emes inſtruct ſuch with pa#tence and 
and meekneſſe of wiſdom. 1am.z. 13. 

Neither yet as I ſaid want rhey outward fewell to 
encreaſe, tis inbred aptneſle. Firſt here occurs an 
hope of honour & advancement; This as one ſpcakes 
of beauty hath 7} ixxu;mer: it diſtorts and drawesthe 
ſighe be{ides the truth; when {Him 1 2446.7,aftte- 
Red the high-prieithood, hee calls in the Syrians to 
backe his ſuite, not without extreame hazard of the 
lewiſh eſtate: no otherwiſe doethey:rather then miſle 
of dignities,they le endanger theChurch with forren 
tenents; any way ſhall helpe, before they will fit vn- 
titled, Ve reade of Arrive as otherwiſe of a good & 
honeſt man ; his fault was ſomewhat too aſpiring a 
minde, Iris fo with moſt: they ſquare not their drifts 
by religion, but religion by their dritts of eminency 
or profit, 

Secondly by this, as theyconceaue, they much 
enhance their tame, To bee the author orrevivour of 
ſomenicer Doctrine mult needs feeme a maſter peice 
ofno vſuall knowledge;Indeed the Apoſtle himfelfe 
Rows. 15. 29. forbares to build the Goſpell vpon 
grounds forelaid, This heedid to avoide emergent 
ſcandals , but tacy for by reſpeRs : leaſt they bee 
tzoughta meereacceſfion of anothers wit or credit. 
Yet here obſerue their groſſe miſtake; Truth ſaith the 


Philoſopher as likewiſe vertue is v3 mevgeruiesc 2 thing 
| of 


es, 


courſe :whereſocre they appeare,raifing ſome ſtorme | 
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of ſinall and narrow extent; Bur as for errors, they 
| in multitudes and troupes round about; If then in F 

vaſt a number of faſhoods, they pitch vpan one what 
glory isit? If miſſing the center they pricke cach part 
of thecircle elſe? Toboltan errour then is no hard 
exploit, Andas its beginnning is thus prompt 
andeaſy , ſo alſo is the maintaining of it once begun; 
Inſoath falſhood in point of religion commonl 
ſomeway toucheth vpon the deepeſt myſterieszit wi 
be ſure of a cauſe pregnit enough wherein to deale: 
Pelagianiſme how doth itincloſe thoſe large queries 
concerning gods power and hidden decree? As 
therefore marriners wont for to ſay,giue them wende 
end Sea roome they feare no ſhipwracke: ſo in ſuch 0- | 
penand boundlefle diſputes, it may argue a ſhallow 
braine tha is quickly graueled;ifnere ſo preſt he finde 
not ſtill ſcope as well to decline the aduerſary, as to 
reinforce his renents, 

Alaſt incentiue here may bee an itching deſire in 
men of ſeeming actiuezrather then reſt vnbuſied,they 
will doe fome vnnecefſary miſchicfe, Itpleaferh them 
greatly in their pride of wit to behold thoſe combulti- 
ons which themſelues haue cauſed. The aſſociates of 
Cariline in, his conſpiracy againſt Rome. were the 
more forward, faith the hiſtorian,v# quiets monerent: | Salyf, 
that at leaſt they might vnſertle a fiate ſo well com- 
poſed, many endeauour a diſturbance of the chriſtian 
peaceforno ſerious intendment : they raiſe debates | 
that they may bee ſaid to haue raiſed x done hote 
furious ſpirits abroad, who delight foly in fights and 
vproates; 5aeidAus xelpredergiru , mccre louers of 
ſtrife. — Vpon F 


nn 
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Vpontheſe motiues fore cited doe Schiſmaticks 
chicfly vndermine the Churches vnicy 5 men other- 
wiſe oftimes of no meane eftceme and worth, But 
as it was faid of Curio the tribune, that he wa s facan- 
dns ſed malopublico: even ſothey-intruth ſeemeable 
and ſufficiently learned, bytit is to the Churches an- 
noyance: whilſt they imploy thoſe gifts perverſly, 
with which they might hane aduanced the common | 
good, 

Yetalſogiuemeleaue, ifalittle I miſdoubr ſuch: 
if I iudge them not throughly ſound at heart; In 13. 
Nehem. v.32. wherethe 1/raelitiſh parents mix with 
the women of © 4ſþhdod, the children ſpeake an vncer- 
eaine idiome: halfe the Ammonitiſh language; and 
halfe the Iewiſh; examine their tracts and diſcourſes 
aright,they may ſeeme the iſſue of a mixt faith, Re- 
ligion if once ambiguous cannot chooſe but betray ir 
ſelfe;ſome ſparkles will here breake forth, though ne- 
uer ſo carefully ſuppreſt;wherefore as Toſuah asked the 
angell 70.5, v.13. art thoufor vs fo our aduerſa- 
ries? Let melikewiſe demand; whoſe part take they? 
for now by walking fo doubtfully and ina miſt, they 
merit applauſe from neither ſide;zmorereaſonthere is 
thatthey bee refuſed ofboth Saint Hierome ſome- 
where ſpeaking = gy neutrals the Hebjo- 
nites, Dum volunt (laith he) & Indei & Chriftiani 
eſſe, nec ſunt Fudei nec Chriftiani: whilt they hang 
betweene two ſes, they deſerue to bee ranked no 
where : meere beftsin religion are they; asnature 
bath placed theſe as twere in no. certaine degree ei- 
ther of beaſtes or foules:thus they for there ambigu- 
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ous profeſſion,may hardly be numbred among Chri- 
ſtians in any ranck, 


You haue ſeenethe ſubie@t of diviſions briefly dif 
plai'd; perſons ty rs, oi in the Church, and 
as Miriam long fincea Schiſmaticke_too, leprous 
throughout. It is notvnſeaſonable, it therefore in m 
fourth point I preſcribethe Apoſtles caution, whi 
is,firſt marke,then avoid them. 


Whatour Saviour foreſpake touching falſe tea- | 


chers,Math,7.15. ſeemes not moxe tcue in regard of 
their demeanour,then of their preaching & doctrine, 
Me, come indeed clothed with ſheepes clothing: co- 
ver'd ouer with a pretended ſhew both of truth and 
zeale, Hard itis in ſo neere a likelyhood, to diſcerho 
where they conforme co the 1truth, and where they 
breake off, St 7gnatzus for this termes them ſometimes 
vogle arlrexuegps,creatures hauing though no mors, 
yeta Chriſtian outſide, elſewhere «r0gymplpur mdixve, 
exact and able counterfeits. Came they dreſt in Geir 
proper ſhape, we might the more eaſily keepe ſafe ;.it 
were no difficult taske to eſchew their infecious. te- 
nents, A wound if openand:apparant,tmay be quitk- 
ly curedzthat eſpecially is dangerous,where the ſoare 
lies hid, orthe paſſage proues inuolud, Well doe 
Schiſmaticks conceaue the weakneſfle of thicir cauſe; 
ſhould they-atrempeto obtmdethejr falſhhoods vps 
the Cluirch, in theirrdaked deformity;jie werea vaine 
_ Errours be naturally diſplealing ito-atic vn- 
derftanding:whereas truthis no leſt outwardly plca- 


| ſing thenadorableinic ſells, Therefore they.colour 


&vatniſh ohertheirabfmrdities with curining deccipt. 
5 Bom” 


w Firſt, | 
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Fisſt , they refute one bad opinion that they may 
ſetvp a worle; Ewtiches , you knowe , would needs 
maintaine a confuſion ofnaturesin -Chriſt .; now this 
he vndertooke ( faith Flavienwe ) vnder pretence of 
confuting NeZoriwe,who held oppoſitely as much a+ 
miſſez Arethere none now which cry downe Parita- 
#i{ſme whereby to cſiabliſh Papiſme ? Is there no ſuch 
new ſtratagem ? Yea farther, aretherenot thoſe who 
deake with religion in a ſenſe inverted , as David did 
with king C£6ſb,r.Sam. 27. vnder ſhew of fighting 
again} #65 our adverfarics , they fall ypon 
W's rermingling truth 

nother way they haue of intermingling tru 
with errour; Amidh theit diſcourſes they craftily mix 
ſome drams of verity to commend the reſt ; nay ſo 
they doe more burt and deeplicr infeR, Poyſon if gi- 
renin wineor hony pierceththe veines with greater 
violence; even thus falſhood fweetned with a reliſh of 
truth, 'cats moſt dangerouſly intothe bowels ofthe 


- Athirddeviſeis by faigning of ſome good intent; 
; wii chvpinhoars breath in chriſtianity ,+to make 
ſhew ofa deſired wa#ty and peace, Carminjus euen 
then when hee was forging thoſe opinions vpon | 


py patrng troubtes haue cpſucd, m_—_— 
a treatiſe tou a general! recopgelerent ; like 10 
to C-hmaſa,'2,Sam.20, at once hee offers embraces to 
the Cfreh and ſtabs it, if Mig 

- More ſhifts befides they skill of to obſcure their 
malitious-drifts, There want noc iofinite teattleſle ma- 


zes,wherein they can[ntke vndiſcerned; fo &8'what a | 
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petty hiſtorian | of the Ligurians inbabiting 
2088 and buſhy places, Hair aliguanto labor erat 
invenire quam vincere, may be here applied, It is ca- 
fer ro- convince their errours', then, perfectly. trace 
it out. I. | 

Not in vaine then are we bid to marke:obſcruewe 
ought their ſubtle paſſages,mudding (till the ſtreame 
whereſoer ee they goe ; neither-yet is this enough ; af- 
rer we haue thus deſcried their we-multelfo 
avoid and ſhun them z what communion hath light 
' | with darkneſſe (ſaith the Apollle) 2.Cor.s, Inthe 1. 
of Gen. v. 4.no ſooner had God created //ghe, but in 
the ſame v, he diuides them ſixaight: wee are, though 
not light, yet the chi/drey of light,and therefore myſt 
be carefull, leaſt by mixing with the ſonnes of errour, 
our light be dim'd and weakned, How ſerioully dili- 
cent were the primitiue Fathers in declining ſuch ? 
How watchfullto repreſſe them ? Shduld I here re- 
count their various eds and provi/oes framed there- 
vpon,I might happily make more vſc of reading,then 
of moderationand judgement; Only for araſtz you 
may fromthe courſe of Eccleſiaſticall ſtories gather 
a treble cenſure thus diſpoſed. Firſt they ioflied vp- 
on them abſter/ion,or (as I may ſay )incommunicati- | 
on with the Church: Next apoſitiue e:edtjon, clfc de- 
poſition from their clericall degree zat length! if both 
theſe reclaim'd themnor , the viter Anathema;Adce 
hereto thoſe ſeuerer cautions ofthe Apoſtolicke Sy- 
node, that men rightly orthodox might notoww2exx: 
not iqyne in prayer with ſuch, Can. 44- ofthe Laadi- 
cean,not to deale with them or vie commerce, Can. 


+ 57 


FOI 


"I OI 


—_— 


—_ 


- , _ 


18 


— 


"P Py 


$57. So carefull vadchoſe ancient ſages , leaftacon- 
tagious Schiſmaticke,ifler alone, might perchance in- | 


fet the whole Chriſtian flocke. 
'-Temaybe in former times: there appearedgreater 
danger, Aboutthe firſt plantation of the Goſpell, we 
fmde in truth heyefies more rife and frequent; Satan 
was then moſt buſie;that hemighe choak vp the word 
before it tooke ſure rsor; Thus'Mart,1 3.25, the envi- 
ous one preſently ſowes his cockle , as ſcone as the 
owner had ended. Notwithſtanding although ſuch 
Church diſeaſes be now lefle pregnant , yet areth 
poyſonous ſiillalike, A mitxing of things eavehol. 
ſome with pure,corrupts as much as erc it did. 
Neitherdoe I ( miſtake menot) preſcribe ſo ex- 
treame a courſe as the ancients ved, It isa point both 
aboue my $kill and place : only I wiſh that alwaies di- 
ſturBers,of what kinde ſocuer, if notin perſon, yetin 
dorine be ſhunned; that we take heed leaſt by a ſee- 
ming furtherance of the faith, they hinder its growth, 
Atthe fourth of Ezrewhen the people ofthe land de- 
ſed to helpe the Iſraelites in rebuilding the temple, 
they would not, Yee hane nothing to dove with vs to 
build an houfe,v.2. Happily they gueſſed that for lay- 
ing one ſtone , they mightmaliciouſly plucke downe 
two, Youknowe the fable of the home-bred wolfe: 
vndercolbur of keeping the ſheepe , hee made more 
hauockin the fold then the VWolfesabroad, A doubr- 
full zceale is moſt dangerous when thus it gets a hand- 
ſome diſguiſe, Ir is to bee feared , that fuch may doe 
more miſcheife,then the adverſary from withour, 


I haue laid before youat length a full view of Schif- 
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mes: their nature and property: their ſubier? and how | 


| chey muſt bee avoided; now becauſe one oppoſite 
ſhines more cleerely in anothers preſence , it is not a- 
miffe that contrariwiſe in my laſt point I handle' the + 
mutuall agreementof true profeſſours, or as it is here 
their Brotherhood, 

We read concerning the diviſions of Reaben,ludg.” 
5.15, of much diſſention betwixt the Sadeces and the 
Phariſes, A&t.23.7- & vill and erroneous men are both- 


alike giuento ſtrife; whereas Chriſtians rightly ſeaſo« | 


ned , beno lefle vnanimous then abundant inal truth 
and goodneſſe, Inthe 15 of Gen, Abrabamiscom- 
manded to take an Heifer, a Ramme.and a Goat: be- 
adesa-Pigeon witha Turtle: as for the former he d;- 
wiaes them v.10: the Turtle and the Pigeon hee di. 
videth not. Thoſethree ( faith a 7 )tore-ſhew'd 
the condition of Schiſmatichs,but theſe theDoue-like 
and vndiuided agreement of profeſſours _ ortho. 
doxe, Now as the higher faculties of mans fo 

two, will and the vngerſianding this agreement here 
conſiſts ina meerteconſonancy of both, 

Firſt, for the vnder/tanding , hauing receaued one 
ſpirit,they muſt needs conſpire in one meaning and: 
ſenſe: theydiffernor,as being by the ſame teacher in- 
fruced, Indeed no marvaile if Schiſmatichs doe iarr, 
whom their own affeRions or ſatan diverſly infliuts: 
but the Diſciples of verity, though many,yer bee they 
as organs tuned by an-individrall ſpirit, Neither is 
there a moreconſtanteuidence ofthe truth profeſſed, 
then ſuch conſent; Tudicious interpreters of the facred 
writ thence eſpecially inferre, that the Prophets wrot 

F 3 ioſpir's; 


ule are | 
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De premiſſio- | 
nibus & pra» 
ditionibuy, 
3,198, 
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inſpir'de , Each where they doe fo miraculouſly con- 
curre,and fully accord: On the other (ide diſſent of te- 
nents,hath cuer beeve the ſigne of falſhood. The F a- 
thery to confute the Pagan Philoſophers in many 
principles offaich had no greater proofe: liketo a 
common weale ill compoſed , they oucrthrew them 


through their owne diſcord, 


Secondly , neither yet are orthodox profeſſours 
thus onely ovugors bur likewiſe eVpvye :notalone 
ſ{ympathizing in iudgement, but alſoin heart ; Loue 
and vnamity were cuer a moſt Chriſtiaz-like note, 
Looke but into the courle of former ages, and you 
will eaſily grantas much. Concerning the Apolſiles 
time,what ardency of good will finde wethere? with 


' whataffeQion did they mutually imbrace? Lands and 


oods lay thenin common : the whole Church ma 
| no other then one great family. As in the buil- 
ding of Solomons temple not any hammey or iron 
roole was vied that made a noiſe,” :1.Reg.6. Thus = 
labour'd iointly in founding the Goſpell , wihrout all 
malice or clamorous ſtrife, Afterwards wee finde this 
holy zeale no whitabated; (bill in ſucceeding times, as 
perſecutions waxt hotrer, the Chriſtians loue grew 
more enflamed. To manifeſt which, leaſt it might lan. 
guiſh if conceal d, how many ſignes of pecon had 
they? witneſle there ©y«7w or teaſts of loue:there of: 
culum pacigaſter their ſacred meetings : yea 9/culum 
baptiſmi at their admfttance into the Church: laſtly 
their payer vnanimitathas Paulinus to Auſtin in- | 
timateth ; a token commonly annext and ſent with 
their letters to expreſſe their toint conſolidation into 
| the 
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the ſame body of Chriſt; Asfor hatred and malice, | 
ſuch vngodly motions, they may ſeeme as free, as we | 


their of-ſpring now ſtand guilty. 

Yet what wonder is it if thus reciprocally the 
maintained charity ? For firſt { you know )Jamong al 
virtues this takes place: without it martyrdome it{elfe 
availeth not,1.Cor.13, Lumbaerd (o farre extols it, as 
to fake it totiching the exerciſe an immediate aR of 
the ſpirit: whereas other divine graces acknowledge 
their proper habits. How truely-he doththis I meane 
not to examine; only you ſee whata glorious conceit 
he had ofthis vertue aboue the reſt. 

Againe,ſuch loue greatly ſtrengthens each where 
the Chriſtian zeale : it conſernes as it were religion 
warme and frolick,/gnatizs in his Epiſtle to the Ephe- 
ftans diſcourſing to this purpoſe , tells them that ir 
would keepe them more ſecure cuen from Satans af- 
faults; xs wiaquer xmmgriner, 8c. all affronts (faith he) 
of thoſe ſpirituall enimyes be this way lefiened: ioine 
any but hearcs, ſinne itſelfe would finde an harder 
inler. 

Once more,no marvaile if orthodox Chriſtians af- 


fe& this concord, ſince our Saviour himſelfe fo much | 


commends it; whenas hee who is the author of peace 
appeares ſo vrgenta teacher thereof. In the 13. of 1o. 
he makes it thevery marke and badge of his : By his 
ſhall allmen knowe that you ere my Diſciples, &. v.35 
In the 14.C.being now to ſuffer, hebequeaths irthem 


for their only legacy, My peace 1 leaue you,nu27, with 
great nokas 7rd omg , which long fince 
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doge hauing circled the waters too and fro, returnes | 
not empty ; yet brings ſhee for a token of the floods 
decreaſe,no other teſtimony into the arke , the figure 
of the Church,then an O/ze leale ;aleafe which is the 
vſuall ſigne of loue and concord ; hence the Apoſtle 
more expreſly,Rom. 10. 15.deciphers the Church vn- 
der name of the O/zxe. 
You perceiue by this alittle bettor the fowlneſſe of 
Schiſmes: how vgly they be apart, yetmore if oppo- 
ſedto wnity : giue mee ngy leaue butto ſet downe 
ſome few rules,as well for the aduancing of the one, 
asthe repreſſing of the other,and I will end. 
Firſtthen, it were well ifmcn did meddlelefſe in 
needleſſe pointsbelides the faith:were they not ouer- 
buſie there;where they may ſhew more wit, then pro- |. 
mote the Goſpell. The orthodox religion ſtands now 
betwixt Papif#ry and Semi-polagianifme,as the Plato- 
nicke ſet did once betwcene the Epicureans andthe 
Stoicks; cum his nom de fintbus ſed de tote fere poſſe ſſi- 
oue contentioe# ; with theſe, ſaith the Orargur,the 
Platonicks hold an vtter diſtance; but from them they 
differ 'vpon tearmes of _— moment. Papiſtric 
thwarts and cuts the very lite-ſtrings of a ſauing be- 
lecfe, Semi-pelagianiſme no ſozwhence then the greas 
teſt danger appcares , there to bee moſt aRiue were a 
prudent courſe. 
Or 2!y,if fome muſt needs be dealing elfe-where, 
would they could but keepe their opinions conceal'd; 
pot prefſevpon the Church for currant whatſocuer 
themſelues ns fancied; Parace{ſus hauing grounded 
 himſfelfe ſtrongly in naturall megicke, afterward in all 


his 
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| his concluſions aſcribes ouer much to that, withbim 


Aden e: Methufelah lived fo a ves without ſome 
helpe of Chymicabextrats,Vpon like 

p« among others his foppiſhnotions, perſwades vs, 
thatthe croſle if of force atall, iis by vertue ofthe 
meer figure, MEfor the moſt partrelſh long of thoſe 


principles with which they haue beeneat firft inveed. | 


Thevnderſtainding is ſo farre from embracing the 
oppoſite truth , chat it reſts and ſcarce! _ ofa 
farther ſearch, Moreouer, and what they haue once 
conceipted priuately , flraight way labour to 
makegood a broad, hold they cannot, butthey. will 
obtrude their peculiar fancies, for a publike trueth; 
Our ſauiour 44th. 16. ſpeaking of ſuch dodtrine a- 


mong the Phar;/ees, calls it Jeaweny-6.Euenas leauen | 


itheaues & workes in the braine till it can geta vent, 
Much diſcreeter was the courſe of Saint Cyprian; The 
deuout father being vnhappily tainted in that poine 
concerning Anabaptiſme,yet would he by no meanes 
commemd it for aclaſſicke renent; nemrms preſeribie 
mus,c+c.ler others (faithhee) abound inacontr 
ſence: for my part I aduiſe none: which his modeſty 
ifdiuerſe now adaies did follow, from how many 
vnneceſſary tumuflts might they ſecure the Church, * 
But ſuppoſea Schi/me be once on foote, the ſpec- 
dieſt way for redreſſe may ſceme;. Firſtaſerious yer 
ciuilldebatement 4 when men ſhall enter. the liſts. as 
willingto yeeld , if pechance 
thea Tn} hot and furious diſputes doe ſeldome 


good; amidſt he noiſe of ſuch conuiciating iarres,the |: 


truth is ſcarcely heard, The diſcuſſion ot 
wx G - 


=» -4 
. 


01S 


, 


convinc't},-as to refuſe | 
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poinesreſembles much the {miting of aflint; a gentle 
and well poys'de ſtroke procures ſome fparkes; 
whercas a boiſterous colliſion , gets-no fire, but 
' | breakes4he ſtone; Tuſtſo in pointof controverfic: a 


an impetuous wrangling inflits happily ſome Raine 
oneirher party, yer nothing cleeres the argument, 
Vnwifely then deale they who fly out into ſuch a di- 
ſtempered —_— Inſtced ofa ſober and vſefull 
debatement they raiſe a perſonall brawle ; they tra- 
uerſe not atlength the truth, buttheir owne cauſe. 
It was the noted fault of Marcellus a Rhrtoritian that 
| lighting on a figure, hee would purſuc it ſo farre, till 
he had matter in hand : likewiſe doe theſe 
if once they fall into a calumniating & iarting vaine; 
nay farther, oft times, they ſtrangely miſinterpretthe 
z cither to extend their diſcourſe, or elſe of 
malice they impoſe a meaning farre wide from the au- 
thors drift, Thus as Zcbs/ told Gaal, Thow /ceft the 
ſhadowes of mount eines as if they were men, ludg.g. 
36. they beſtow much fruttleſſe paines in confuting 
| ſuchnotions as themſelues hauefram'de amiſſe, But 
way with ſuch miſpriſion: ſuch rouing encounters; 
isamore courſe, if, as I faid, they neither 
ſhall ouer roughly diſpute the cauſe, nor yet ſuſpiti- 


_ make it worle. 

| ſecond helpe here may beethe vſe of Synodical 
conuents: con uents whichare no lefſe apr to repreſle 
 falſhood,then eſtabliſh a receiued truth inthe mindes 
 ofpeople. The Romans of old when any more fatall 


civill hadling brings it to an iffue ſtraight;contrariwiſe | 
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_ | danger approached, did wontedly _—_— m_ | 
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| ally to be held, Hereby they weeded as it wereand 
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| wonted fold a coate of raucuing wolues. Hermes 
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 foode or worlds repaſtzlet not, oh let northe ſame be 


ſtanding Senare;how muchratherina Chriſtian fiate 
appeares ſome like proie needfull: where finne and 


error make adaily inrode, Our forefathers therefore | 


of the primitive Church, may ſeeme indeede in ſuch 
meetings very frequent ; euery yeare twice , about 
Lent and antumne they ordained councels proyinci- 
cut vp errour in its firſt appearance: no ſooner could 
it ſprout forth, before ir procured ſtrength, ſome de- 
cree or other ſtraight waies croptitz Satan you know 
that old Serpent is the father of ſchiſmes: nay he was 
by a voluntary diſceſſion from God ſimply the prime 
Schiſmaticke; A ſnake or ſerpent ifhe-can ger buthis 
head into acrany,ſcrues & wreaths in his whole body 
after with no. hard paine : on this manner error; by 

reaſon of its Serpentine nature, vnleſſe atfirſt repel- 
led, threatens a dangerous progreſle; Councels then 
in thiscaſe be greatly availadle, ofloueraine helpe , if 
thus ſeaſonably applied; facha _— of reuerent 
ſages mult needs iFnoe refell, at leaſt diſcountenance 
a crept in falſhood, 

The laſt remedy ſhall bee a ſerious aduiſe ; That 
men would duely conſider how by Schy/mes they 
would afreſh the body of Chriftzhow they make the 


ſomewhere termes ' maliciouſneſſe wlous Tgop3o: the 


faid concerning the Church it ſelfe; Weigh likewiſe 
hereto the vnknowneand doubrfull euent of ſuch de- 


bates, The Collator in Proſper begins fairely and asa | 
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moderate pelagian, but exe three pages are paſt lea- | 
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ceſlary diſpures neuer remaine in that ſtate of mode- 


ration; in which they were at firft raiſed; like floods 
they gaineencrealetromrheir continued and laſting 


courle; eſpecially if there happen(though I hope nat) 


| ſuch asdiſpenſe them ſecretly & of purpoſe to fome 


farther end tam ner ming _—_ intended Rome 
he tooke.in Segwnturs (laith the b;Forien) onely by 
the way; for occafion-ſake intruth ofa defired warres 
God grant there be none who beginnear theſe lower 
points, that they may» fight at |eagth-not againſ 


. | Rome, but for it. cw} 41 | | | 
' Thavedone with my text;a ſubie& I confeſle ſome- 


what to high for me, and deſeruing amoregraueaud 
learned;pen;(uch an one wherein they ſhould chiefly 
labour; whoarcas able for skill,as effeQuall in power 
andplace, Truth is then moſt perſuaſiue, when thus 
abetted: but .as E/rhu tooke courage to aduiſe 106, 
though after his elders: -#0 ſbew his openien aſſo; 10b, 
22.v.10; cueniſohauec I done, Wiſdome is of God, 
and oft times hee worketh no leſle through weake 
meanes, then by ſtrong and potent. Howſoener 1 
rhought it not beſides the duety of the meaneB: Le- 
#ite, ifnowhe ftretcht forth his hand tovpholde the 
arke : if for my- part likewiſe I endeauourde the 
Churches vaity, my only drift, And-now O Lord 

boſe breaches inthe wels of our 
leruſalem, which by Schi/mes bauc long fince beene 
made; gjue vs external peace,thatſothe becter wee 
may procure that inward of minde; -and in fine cnioy 


| eternallwith thee, To God the Father;&c. 
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uing Pelagianjſme, he becomesflat Atheift Vnne- 


